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societies must turn their attention to the feeding of
cattle, prevention of cruelty, preservation of the fast
disappearing pasture lands, improving the breed of
cattle, buying from poor shepherds and turning pinjra-
poles into model self-supporting dairies. Hindus do sin
against God and man when they omit to do any of
the things I have described above. They commit no
sin, if they cannot prevent cow slaughter at the hands
of Musalmans, and they do sin grievously when in order
to save the cow, they quarrel with the Musalmans.

The question of music before mosques, and now
even arati in Hindu temples, has occupied my prayer-
ful attention. This is a sore point with the Musalmans
as cow slaughter is with the Hindus. -And just as Hindus
cannot compel Musalmans to refrain from killing cows,
so can Musalmans not compel Hindus to stop music
or arati at the point of the sword. They must trust
the good sense of the Hindus. As a Hindu, I would
certainly advise the Hindus, without any bargaining
spirit, to consult the sentiment of their Musalman neigh-
bours and wherever they can, accommodate them. I
have heard that in some places, Hindus purposely and
with the deliberate intention of irritating Musalmans,
perform arati just when the Musalman prayers com-
mence. This is an insensate and unfriendly act. Friend-
ship presupposes the utmost attention to the feelings
of a friend. It never requires consideration. But Musal-
mans should never expect to stop Hindu music by force.
To yield to the threat or actual" use of violence is a
surrender of one's self-respect and religious conviction.
But a person, who never will yield to threat, would
always minimize and, if possible, even avoid occasions
for causing irritation*